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Board of Directors
Linda McAllister-Lucas MD & PhD *

Chief of Division of Pediatric Hematology/Oncology 
at UPMC Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh

Chrissy Lookabaugh *
Parent of a Connecting Champions Alumnus

Deb Mills-Scofield *
Owner of Mills-Scofield, LLC

Dana Gold *
Chief Operating Officer at Jewish  
Family & Community Services 

Mark Broadhurst
Vice President Corporate Dining & Retail 
Development at Eat’n Park Hospitality Group

Terrence McAllister ^
Financial Advisor at MassMutual of Pittsburgh; 
Member of Connecting Champions Young 
Professionals Advisory Board

Tracey Reed Armant * ^
Program Officer at The Grable Foundation

The Brain Trust —Young Professionals Advisory Board
Alanna Figurelli *

Compensation Associate, Officer at PNC
Heather Hibala *

Annual Giving Associate at Ronald McDonald  
House Charities of Pittsburgh

Amy Malishchak *
Brand Communications Coordinator at  
Eat’n Park Hospitality Group

Terrence McAllister ^
Financial Advisor at MassMutual of Pittsburgh

Sean Nolan
Child Alumnus of Connecting Champions;  
Freshman at Robert Morris University

Ashleen Wilwohl *
Sales Specialist at Marriott International

Medical Advisor
Andrew Bukowinski, MD

Pediatric Hematologist/Oncologist at  
UPMC Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh

Interns
Kelley Gavel *

Friendship Assistant Intern
Teresa Dietrich-O’Donnell *

Storytelling Intern
Jake Fonarev

High School Intern &  
Connecting Champions Alumnus

Our Leadership Team
Steven, age 4, future clown

Staff

Sidney Kushner
Executive Director  
& Founder

Jen Lutz *
Friendship Champion  
& Development Assistant

Coy Thompson ^
Program Coordinator  
& Friendship Champion

Arias Fischer *
Assistant of Everything

With respect to diversity:  * = female  |  ^ = person of color
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People often ask me when I founded Connecting Champions, 
and I struggle to find the answer. Was it in high school when 
my friend Lauren passed away and I realized my purpose in this 
world was to help kids with cancer in her memory? Was it May 
31st, 2010, the first time I mentioned Connecting Champions in 
my journal? Perhaps it was in 2011, the year we incorporated 
and started our first friendship. Or was it in 2015, when our 
program staff, Jen and Coy, joined the team and helped build  
our program into what it is today?

To me, the answer is yes to all of those moments. I believe 
the best organizations have multiple founding moments. 

Right now, we’re on the verge of another one of those 
founding moments.

In the past 12 months, we’ve seen the referral rate of 
newly diagnosed children in our region skyrocket to 90%. 
Our already historic partnership with UPMC Children’s 
Hospital of Pittsburgh deepened even further and our program 
became more efficient. We built Outcomes Reporting Software 
that allows us to see the quantitative and qualitative impact 
we're uniquely creating for kids and families. That impact is 
helping save lives and change health care forever.

We’re ready to climb our next mountain. In the coming 
year, we’ll be working to translate our outcomes into the 
different languages of our many stakeholders, identify the next 
city to which we can expand, and achieve financial sustainability 
in Pittsburgh so that we can continue to thrive here as we strive 
to help every child with cancer in the country. 

Organizations are founded when you look back and say, 
“That’s when it all started.” Connecting Champions became what  

it is today because of each and every one of you. In my eyes,  
you are all co-founders. 

Here’s to many more founding moments together.

With admiration,

Highlights from 2019
Celebrating our founding moments ...

. . . & looking ahead to our next milestones
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Get in Touch with Us
Website: www.ConnectingChampions.org
Connecting Champions 
6101 Penn Avenue, Suite 201 
Pittsburgh, PA 15206 
412.301.5304
E-mail: Team@ConnectingChampions.org 
Donate: www.ConnectingChampions.org/donate 
Ways to help: www.ConnectingChampions.org/helping
Facebook: @ConnectingChampions 
Instagram: @ConnectingChampions 
Twitter: @ConnectChamps

What do you  
want to be when 
you grow up?

http://www.connectingchampions.org
mailto:team%40connectingchampions.org?subject=
http://www.connectingchampions.org/donate
http://www.connectingchampions.org/helping
http://www.facebook.com/ConnectingChampions
http://www.instagram.com/connectingchampions
http://www.twitter.com/connectchamps
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Meet some of our kids!
Facing page, clockwise from left: Kelsey, age 9, future cheerleader & wrestler  /  Thomas, age 19, future 
cyber security expert  /  Riley, age 8, future sports star  /  Savannah, age 11, future rodeo cowgirl
This page, clockwise from top left: Sawyer, age 6, future paleontologist  /  Lance, age 20, hockey 
reporting enthusiast  /  Tristan, age 4, police car enthusiast  /  Davis, age 10, future video  
game designer  /  Amber, age 16, future police officer
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A Big Thank You
to all of our generous donors in 2019!

Thank you to our special donors, sponsors, & foundations for helping our kids pursue their passions!
$80,000
Ernest & Mae Sanctis 

Foundation
$50,000
Elsie H. Hillman 

Foundation
$25,000
James F. McCandless 

Charitable Fund 
through the PNC 
Charitable Trusts 
Grant Review 
Committee

Newman's Own 
Foundation

Peoples Natural Gas Co.
$15,000-$24,999
The Grable Foundation
Greater Sum 

Foundation
Heinz Endowments
UPMC Children's 

Hospital of Pittsburgh
UPMC Health Plan
Virginia Marx Estate
$10,000-$14,999
Staunton Farm 

Foundation
$5,000-$9,999
Eat'n Park Hospitality 

Group
Highmark Health
Bob & Alice Kushner
$2,500-$4,999
Mark & Amy 

Broadhurst
Robin & Don Kushner
PJ Dick - Trumbull - 

Lindy Paving
Sam's Club Mt. Nebo 

Pointe
Senator Wayne Fontana
$1,000-$2,499
Gregg & Yu-Ling Behr 
Irwin & Marlene Cohen
Steve Gavel
Gavin Hattersley
Heher Family
Janet Lynne McAllister 

Masquerade Ball
Dale & Yvonne Keairns
Scott & Sue Lammie
Minerd & Sons
$500-$999
Anonymous (2 donors)
CliftonLarsonAllen
Cohen & Grigsby, P.C.
CycleBar North Hills
Diane Gruseck
Google Matching 

Donation Program
Mark Hondru
Lawrence Hufnagel
Janet Hunter
Jane Kogan

Nikole Lazor
Shirley McCormack
Deborah Mills-Scofield
Matt Newton
Tim O'Brien
Connie & Tom Ondo
Premier Talent Partners
RoadRunner Recycling
Alexander Rofeberg
Valerie Rofeberg
Dana Salopek
Denise & Les Snyder
Julie Strange
Jake Witherell
$250-$499
Anonymous
Brooks Broadhurst
Harold & Helen Cohen
Sally Davis
Patrick & Anita DeMeo
MCPASS 2020 

Erickson
David George
Donna & David Gerson
David Hecker
Heather Heidelbaugh
Randi Knight
Betty Langberg
Eric & Laura Langberg
Ruth Lebed
Patrick Lutz
Mark Martin
Matthew Montei
Gabe Paley
Peter K. Rofes
Woody Rosenberg
Mark & Janet Shozda
Benjamin Simon
Rosanne Stead
Ninette & Mayer Stiskin
Team Soulful Flow
John Tomayko
Dr. Marcia Wilf
$100-$249
Anonymous (9 donors)
Brad Baranowski
Carrie & Rob Barmen
Wendy Belic
Blessy Bellamy
Linda Benfield
Brigid Bowland
Greg & Janet Bowland
Jeff Broadhurst
Bruster's Ice Cream of 

Ross Twp
Ian Callender
Casciolas Twin Twist
Lindsay Cashman
Cigna Matching 

Donation Program
Tom Cline
Jessa Creager
Diane Creme
Melissa & Jim DeBiase
Anthony DeFabio
P.J. DeMeo
Nick DiSiro
Charlene Dodson
Amber Eckenrode
Marshall Einhorn
Robin Ferrari

Anne Figurelli
William & Viola 

Figurelli 
Debbie Ford
Lanie Francis
Ethel & Fran Fried
Rhonda Fried
Benjamin Friedlander
Erika Friehling
Copley Fry
Angela Garcia
Sam Gilman
Joan Gohh
Linda Greenhouse
Gustavo Grunbaum
Paul & Beth Hamm
Cathy Hammel
Lisa Gallo Hayes
Rabih Helou
Marlene Herzog
Highmark Health 

Matching Donation 
Program

Heather Hibala
Andrew Horowitz
Bill Jennifer
Randy Jerow
Laura Katz
Keystone State 

Wrestling Alliance
Melissa Knorr
Margie Kopiec
Barbara Kostley
Dana Lamenza
Brendan Lamperski
Jean Lange
David LaPorte
Rachel Leonard
Stuart & Lisa Lipton
George & Lois Lutz
Amy Malishchak
Jonathan & Marjorie 

Margolies
Keith Maurer
Linda McAllister
Terrence McAllister
Betsy McElroy
Jake McGraw
Richard Melli
John Mellinger
Larry Miller
Rob Milman
Barbara Moffitt
Steven Monteverde
Bob Moore
Morgano Family
Corriena Morrall
Kris Naso
Amy Nelson
Daniel Newmark
Hossein & Kathy 

Noorbakhsh
Kayla Oris
Shawn Patton
Danny Pelisek
Penn Gables Staff 
PNC Matching 

Donation Program
Thomas Pratt
Beverly Pressley
Jeff & Helen Remington
Nina & Rob Ricci

Graham Rihn
Joyce Rubenstein
Marcia & Jeff Santaga
Daniel Schell
Christopher Schmid
Thomas Schult
Stephanie Scoletti
Angela Sharer
Danielle Smith
David Smith
Tim Smith
Zac Smith
Jenna Snyder
Gillian Stohner
Geoff Straub
Dy Svec
Kristy Terling
Isabela Tetino
Nancy Thomas
Nicholas Thomas
Teddy Ulansey
Marcia Ungerman
Mark & Barbara 

Ungerman
Patsy Van Dyke
Pam Walaski
Jean Watkinson
P.J. Weaver
Scott Wright
Matt Zachowski
Up to $100
Anonymous (48 donors)
Alitia Abrams
Sharon Ackerman
Vaun & Patricia 

Addleman
Jeremy Ader
Mary Albus
Jacob Altholz
Joseph Ament
Anna  
Christopher Arnold
Benjamin Aronow
Benjamin Asher
Sari Awalt
Cheryl Bair
Caroline Baker
Mary Ballentine
Candace Baranski
Nina Barbuto
Kaitlyn Barnett
Jenna Baron
Kevin Bartowski
Jeff Baum
Patrick Baxter
Rachael Beam
Gavin Beck
Troy Belcastro
Shelby Bell
Sue Bell
Virginia Bell
Marvin Berkowitz
Anthony Berzonsky
Christel Best
Brandon Biju
Kate Bills
Darryl Blecher
Mishan Blecher
Linda Bobro
Kay Bokowy
Julia Bolkovac
Heather Bonomi

Teresa Boucas
Barney Bourque
Jeff Brady
Jerry Branson
Matthew Brennan
Zach Brodsky
Ronn Brourman
Bill Brown
Claudia Brown
Jonathan Brown
Andrew Bukowinski
Nicole Burdick
Tina & Grank Busch
Alex Busterna
Jackie Busterna
Maddie Butler
Nicole Cacozza
Sara Calvert
Katrina Campbell
Yankee Candle
Laura Caputo
Kim Carnahan
Kayla Carr
John Carter
Stephen Carter
John Cayer
Maddy Cedrone
Michael Chew
Zachary Ciccone
Andrew Cleary
Anne Clough
Michael Coates
Benjamin Cohen
Mary Beth Cohen
Colaguori Family
Marco Colalillo
Eric Collazo
Miranda Collins
Barb Costello
Patricia Cote
Craig Cox
Katelyn Craig
Lauren Cregan
Kaila Czigans
Briana D'Alesandro
Dailey Family
Kristin Danko
Anita Darnell
Greg Davis
Mary Davis
Lucinda & Walt 

Dealtrey
Lou DeFabio
Maureen DeFabio
Kelsey Delaney
Tanya Delfini
Trina DeMarco
Elizabeth DeMarshall
Diane Demeter
Rose Dent
Paige Deverts
Tyler Devogel
Mengyang Di
Art DiMarco
Sarah Divakarla
Kathryn Dixon
Hannah Doell
Patricia Doyle
Matthew Dreffin
Chris & Melanie Durish
Brandon Dzirko
Ethan Ebinger
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Judy & Art Eisen
Michael Eisen
Deborah Eisenhauer
Marianne & Dwight 

Eisenhauer
Susanne Eisenhauer 
Dawn Elliott
David Ellmann
Brook Emerick
Jamie Emge
Bahar Erar
Maura Fagan
Christina Farmartino
Mackenzie Farone
Colleen Fedor
David Feinerman
Debbie Feinerman
Stephanie Feinerman
Adam Fellows
Marisa Ferrari
Derek Ferreira
Spencer Fields
Denise & Nick Figurelli
Mike Fiore
Adam Fischer
Arias Fischer
David Fishman
Barbara Folb
Ben Forrester
Justin Francart
John Franco
Alan Freed
Jessica Frezza
Amelia Friedman
Joseph Froetschel
Dave Fry
Brett Fulesday
Rachel Fulks
Dan Furman
Elyssa Gansner
Joel Garceau
Kevin Garcia
Megan Garcia
Valerie Gauvain
Shannon Gavin
Bruce Gaynor
Leah Gelman
Adam Genecov
Ashley George
Jonathon George
Linda George
Mike George
David Georgeson
Joseph Georgeson
Michael Gershe
Karyn Gershon
Gina Gilbert
Maureen Gilbert 
Susan Gillespie
Sarah Gilmour
Anthony Glazier
Hannah Glickman
Robin Gold
Caren Goldberg
Emmet Golden-Marx
Jesse Golden-Marx
Paul Golin
Patti Gorsky
Amber Graban
Ashley Grego
Julie Grier
Tricia Griffin
Mark Griswold
Leah Grosso
Ryan Gurrentz
Guss Family
Adam Guthrie
Bari Guzikowski
Alyssa Haley
Colleen Haley
Chris Halladay
Ben Hammel

Ethan Hammerman
Brock Hankins
Drew Hansen
Nathan Hargraves
Tracy Harpe
Andrew Hattersley
Trevor Haubert
Paige Hebard
Lisa Heh
Barbara Herd-Halpert
Carol & Joseph Hibala
Charles & Linda Hicks
Ryan & Jill Hicks
Shannon Hillen
Alan Himmel
James Hoagland
Crispin Hollings
Karen Homrock
Adam Hood
Matthew Horan
Traci Horne
Alan Hsu
Casey Huernsey
William Hughes
Marianne Iacoboni
Joyce Irene
Susan Jacko
Ian Jackson
Stefanie Jacob
Mathew S. Jacobs
Elana Jaffe
Michelle Jenkins
Jon Jerina
Nick Joerger
Damian Johnson
Doug Johnson
Nathan & Sherri 

Johnson
Meghan Jones
Susan Kabakoff
Richard Karnes
Christian Kaschak
Sara Kathleen
Billie Kellar
Garrett Kellar
Richard Keller
Sunny Khahra
Aunt Kim
Hannah Kimmel
Julie Kogler
Koharski Family
Dana Koonse
James Koroskenyi
Jim & Kathy Koroskenyi
Lisa Kostella
Ryan Kramer
Sharon Krengel
Stephanie Krydick
Victoria Krzywonos
Alexander Kua
Beth Kushner
Sidney Kushner
Cheryl Kusko
Cayley Labishak
Nik Lal
Eric Langberg
Sam Lapin
Megan LaPorte
Erika Larose
Natalie Laudick
Mark Laurito
Catherine LeBoeuf
David & Rachel Leen
Josh Leen
Phil & Sheila Leen
Henry LeGatta
Jeffrey Letwin
Dean Liappas
Jeff Lipton
Peter Login
Beth & Matt Longhini
David Lowe

Noah Lubin
John Luckey
Pam Ludin
Karen Lue
Jillian Luks
Jack Lunger
Adeline Lutz
Leslie Maazel
Kelley Maberry
Sharon Madnek
Cason Male
Joan & Rich Malishchak
Joyce Maloney
Jordan Mann
Nev Martinez-Kostley
Cassandra Masters
Brant Maurer
Jonnett Maurer
Nick Mazzanti
Dana McCue
Joe McDevitt
Michael McGrath
Liza McKenna
Patrick McMonagle
Molly McVety
Robert Medeiros
Michelle Mejibovsky
Jacqueline Mellors
Messina Family
James Meyer
Trice Micheals
Alex Mikulis
Michael Milia
Elizabeth Miller
Sara Miller-Paul
Ioana Missits
Dan, Lin, Bob, & Kris 

Moffitt
Ann & Miranda Morris
Charles Morrison
Tom Morse
Moyer Family
Autumn Mozick
Mozick Family
Erika Mueller
Rajeev Mukundan
Jalynn Myers
Alexander Negle
Cindy Nichols
Janet Nier
Sue Nolan
Ken Nowakowski
Dante O'Connell
Karen Odden
Hanunah Oglesby 
Margaret Ogurchak
Christina Ondo
Kacy & Sam Ondo 
Avigail Oren
Andy Oretsky
Ethan Padway
Janet Padway
Lindsey Palmer
William Palmer
Timothy Parsons
Shane Petrelli
Jessica Phillips
Ariel Pick
Daniel Pipkin
Isabel Platt
Susan Pocheck
Chris Poelking
Monika Poelzmann
Ronna & Tim Pratt
Cathy Preuhs
Carina Pronitis
June Pruitt
Michelle Prymas
Mary Ann Quinn
Deanna Quinones
Lynn Quinones
Jennifer Quiroz

Liz Racine
Alex Ramon
Robert Raposa
Nana Reagle
Christopher Redus
Leandra Reed
Reif Family 
Adam Reuss
Jack Reuter
Janet & Jamie Rick
Andy Rihn
Kaitlyn Rimol
Terrence Ring
Arthur Ritchey
Tanya Rizzuto
Cooper Roach
Haley Roberts
Austin Robison
Elizabeth Roeder
David Roer
Jennifer Roesch
Rich & Mary Roesch
Romberger Family
Cassandra Rosemeyer
Aryeh Rosenberg
Murray Rosenberg
Aaron Rosenthal
Ali Roth
Linda Roth
Lisa Roth
Dean Rottau
Eric Rushin
Lynne Ryan
James Sadowski
Keri Sarajian
Cayla Saret
Margaret Sawyer
Brenda Scanlon
Lenia Scanlon
Anna Schade
Charlie Schade
Karen Schade
Shelly Schapiro
Jill Schlee
Bradley Schlesinger
Caitlin Schlesinger
Diane Schlesinger
Rachel Schneider
Judah Schvimer
Jason Schwartz
Sandy Schweers
Caitlin Schweighardt
Susan Sciulli
Teresa Serrao
Joe Servadio
Nancy Shachoy
Mike Shannon
Scott Shapiro
Jordan Shaw
Hannah Sherer
Sam Sherlock
Nicole Shuckhart
Zachary Silverstein
Nanci Simkin
Suzanne Simon
Singer Family
John Sipos
Chris Skelly
Steffanie Skiles
Luke Skurman
Kathy Slencak
Amanda Smith
Brian Smith
Brian Sokolow
Shelley Spector
P.J. Spence
Stefanie  

Spieth-Woolford
Michael Spina
Lidnsay Spinabelli
Abby Spinnenweber
Laura Steinberg

Lily Stephano
Allison Stevens
John Stock
Jordan Stoecklein
Michael Stohner
Rick Stratton
Gail Strohmeyer
Abigail Stryker
Graduating Student
Bill Stump
J.P. Stump
Audrey Sucher
Sullivan Family
Chuck Taft
Jesse Tarnas
Brandon Taub
Paul Taylor
Barbara Tedesco
Judy Tetino
Karen Tetino
Heather Grace Thomas
Michelle Thomas
Sara Kathleen Thomas
Coy Thompson
Ethan Tobias
Andrew Trolio
Carleen Troup
Troup Family
Michael Tsai
Julian Tucker
Anne Turkowski
Kimberly Turner
Sophie Turner
Steve Turner
Alec Ulnick
Jim Ungerman
Jim & Marcia Ungerman
Jimmy Ungerman
Lisa Vahey
Stephen Valenta
Raymond Van Cleve
Dawn Vavick
Kai Veitinger
Tracy Venella
Beth & Joe Villafranca
Kelsey Vinsel
Sarah Visich
Timothy Wagner
Chelsie Walker
Anya Wallack
Dawn Walp
Katie Weber
Mary Weber
Mary K. Weidner
Nathan Weinberger
Tony Weisenburger
Natalie Weiss
Tom Welsh
David Wesolowski
Zachary Wesolowski
Shelbi Westfield
Travis Whitcomb
Anthony White
Morgan Whiteley
Josh Whiteside
Neil Williams
Olivia Williams
David Winer
Sam Winograd
Allyson Wise
Andrew Wolf
Jamie & Ben Wright
Samantha Wylie
Kevin Yeamans
Melieka Young
Suad Yusuf
Felicia Zeeh
Jane Zimmerman
Madeline Zingle
Neena Zona
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Every year, people across the country form teams with their 
coworkers, friends, and classmates to help children with 
cancer better survive their cancer journey.

Teams make their March Madness pool charitable (or for 
those not interested in basketball, they creatively crowdfund). 
Every $250 a team pools together sponsors a friendship 
moment for a newly diagnosed child. At the end of the 
year, they get a personalized scrapbook sharing highlights 
from the friendship they made possible. In 2019, we had 
500+ donors supporting 140 friendship moments.

FRIENDSHIP
March to

Entire month of March, online (www.MarchToFriendship.com)

Every fall, Connecting 
Champions hosts the “Night 
of Inspiration,” an evening 
celebrating local kids with 
cancer. Each child is 
presented with an award 
from their mentor sharing 
how they have inspired us 
with their bravery during 
the cancer journey. Each 
award is presented by one 
of our Presenting or Gold 
sponsors, and the event is 
emceed by one of our teens, Sean, who wants to be a sports broadcaster when he grows up. 
The Night of Inspiration also features hors d’oeuvres, an open bar, and a powerful story 
shared by a local kid with cancer.

INSPIRATION
Night of

Every September (www.ConnectingChampions.org/inspiration)
Emceed by Sean Nolan, local teen with cancer

Check out our other events at www.ConnectingChampions.org /events
Janet Lynne McAllister Masquerade Ball  |  Pittsburgh Marathon Charity Team

E

V
E N T
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http://www.incantare-effect.com
http://www.marchtofriendship.com
http://www.connectingchampions.org/inspiration
http://www.connectingchampions.org/events

	pg 2 - Our Leadership Team
	pg 3 - Highlights from 2019
	pg 4 - Meet Our Kids and Get In Touch
	pg 6 - Thank You to Our Donors
	pg 8 - Events

	pg 2 - Our Leadership Team: 
	pg 3 - Highlights from 2019: 
	pg 4 - Meet Our Kids and Get In Touch: 
	pg 6 - Thank You to Our Donors: 
	pg 8 - Events: 


